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interior, and a rate of oscillation of that molten interior coinciding with the tidal period.1
•Whether this very remarkable theory of the origin of our moon is the true one, and if so, whether the explanation it seems to afford of the great oceanic basins is correct, I am not mathematician enough to judge. The tidal theory of the origin of the moon, as worked out. mathematically by Professor (}. II. Darwin, has been supported by Sir Robert. Ball and accepted by many other astronomers; while the researches of the Rev. Osmond Fisher into the Physics of the KurtlCs Crust, together with his mathematical abilities and his practical work as a geologist, entitle his opinion on the question of the mode of origin of the ocean basins to the highest, respect. And, as we have seen, the existence of these vast and deep ocean basins, produced by the agency of a series of events so remarkable as to be quite unique in the solar system, played an important, part. In rendering the earth fit for the development, of the higher forms of animal life, while without them it. seems not improbable that, the conditions would have been such an to render any varied forms of terrestrial life hardly possible.
'Professor (1, II. Darwin stalcH that it i.s nearly certain that no othe satellite nor any of the. planets originated in the same way m the moon.ique circumstances: (1) the formation of a .satellite at a very late period of the planet^H development when flu-re wan already a rather thick crust; (£) the satellite being far larger in proportion to its primary than any other in the .solar system; and (U) its having been produced by fission from its primary on account, of extremely rapid rotation, combined with solar tides in ttn moltenn frotu its priitmry o$i ncecitunt of extremely rapid rotation* tttmbmrtl with M»I«r tide* in it* molten
